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SAGINAW VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY 
THEATRE 375: Theatre History I  

FALL 2016, C130 1:00-2:20pm 
Instructor:  Prof. Tommy Wedge Class Texts 
Office: C-190 
 
Office Hours: Wednesdays 10am-1pm or by 
appointment 
 
Email: tjwedge1@svsu.edu 

Required Text: Wilson & Goldfarb. Living 
Theatre: History. 6th Ed.  
 
Recommended Text: Raimes, Ann, Keys for 
Writers 6th-9th Edition 
 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 

This is an introductory course designed to provide you with an overview of theatre history from its 
beginnings through French Neoclassicism. You will be studying major periods in the development of the 
theatre, as well as plays and playwrights of note.  The course will consist of lectures, discussions, films, 
presentations and activities.  Research is expected.  You will be assigned readings from the required text 
and anthology which will supplement classroom work.  Through this course, you are expected to broaden 
your understanding of the art form. 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
Specifically, successful completion of the course should enable you to: 

1. Explore the historical perspectives of drama from the Greeks to 1875. 
2. Read and analyze representative plays from each theatrical era. 
3. Enhance your general appreciation of live theatrical events. 
4. Discover and analyze the contemporary methods of theatre history research. 
5. Discover significant information about the major issues and concerns of an historical period by studying 

its theatre. 
 

CLASS NOTES 
 
*Attend class regularly and arrive promptly.  You are allowed twoabsence without your grade  

being affected; your three absence will result in your course grade being lowered by  
10% (-50pts). Your fourth absence will result in failing the course. Also, as tardiness 
disrupts the concentration of the students working, three tardies will equal one absence. 
If you are more than 15 minutes late to class you will automatically be considered absent 
whether you remain for class or not.  
 

*Cell phones must be turned OFF during class.  If you have a situation where you must be 
reached during class time, please communicate this with the instructor who will attempt 
to accommodate this.  Expect to lose points if your device beeps, vibrates, or rings during 
lectures or presentations to lose points. 

 
*Complete all readings, class work, and assignments on time. 
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*Late assignments are penalized at 25% per week late.  If, for example, you have an assignment 
due on Monday, the assignment is at a -25% until the following Monday, afterwhich the 
second week late will begin with a -50% to the assignment.  It will remain at -50% until 
the following Monday, afterwhich the assignment will be a ZERO.  This means after 2 
weeks, it will not be accepted. Assignments are due at the BEGINNING of class via 
Canvas (unless otherwise noted); assignments turned in between classes are still subject 
to the penalty.  NOTE: pay special attention to your research project, as all but the final 
draft do NOT allow the submission of late work! 

 

*Make the required commitment of time and energy, both during and outside of class. 
 

*If you need an extension or cannot complete an assignment, performance, or exam: (1) contact 
the instructor right away; (2) provide proof of your emergency and; (3) schedule a new 
time to complete the work.  Please remember that extensions must be approved and are 
not automatic upon request.  

 

*Participate in all graded and non-graded activities.  If your absence or unsatisfactory 
involvement creates a problem for classmates, your grade will reflect that.  It is unlikely 
that you will be able to complete missed work or to present poorly prepared work. 

 

*Take performance commitments seriously. If you are scheduled to perform and you do not 
come to class, you may lose your opportunity and may not be able to complete missed 
work.  Please let classmates and/or the instructor know well in advance if you must be 
absent on a performance day.  If you are working with others, they may decide to go on 
without you. If they wait and you have an opportunity to perform, expect that points will 
be deducted from your score. 

 

*Please be aware that if you leave an assignment at the instructor’s office or with the faculty 
secretary, it is marked received when the instructor gets it. 

 
*You are responsible for all reading assignments on the syllabus.  Material should be read before  

the day it appears on the syllabus.  Written assignments will be typed, and all papers will  
be submitted in 8th Ed. MLA.  Quizzes will be taken weekly and will cover the reading  
material due for that day.  Makeup quizzes will only be allowed based upon prior  
communication and agreement from the professor.   Presentations must be given on the  
assigned day; if student is not present he/she will receive a zero for the presentation. 

 
 

DISABILITY SERVICES STATEMENT 
Students with disabilities that may restrict their full participation in the course activities are 
encouraged to meet with the instructor or contact the SVSU office of Disability Services, in 

Wickes 260 for assistance. 

 
ACADEMIC HONESTY 

 

The Theatre Department adheres to all policies and procedures specified in the SVSU Code of 
Conduct with respect to academic honesty.  Your work should be your own.  Plagiarism and 

other forms of cheating will not be tolerated and will result in serious penalties. 
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GRADING:  Your grade is based upon the following: 
 

Daily Quizzes (19 at 10pts each) 
Midterm Exam (1 at 50pts) 
Research Paper (1 at 100 pts TOTAL) 
Research Presentation (1 at 15pts) 
Production Hours: 7hrs 
Final Exam (1 at 70pts) 

190 pts 
50 pts 
100 pts 
20 pts 
70 pts 
70 pts 

TOTAL 500 points 
 

GRADES & POINTS 

A (100-93%)   = 500-485 pts A- (92.99-90%)  = 484-450 pts B+ (89.99-87%)  = 449-435 pts 

B (86.99-83%)  = 434-415 pts B- (82.99-80%)  = 414-400 pts C+ (79.99-77%) = 399-385 pts 

C (76.99-70%) = 384-350 pts D   = (69.99-60%) 349-300 pts F (59.99-0%)   = 299 - 0pts 
You must have at least 300 points in order to pass this course. 

 
 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 

WEEK  DATE ACTIVITIES/READINGS  ASSIGNMENTS DUE 

WEEK 1 
Mon 8/29/16 

Wed 8/31/16 

Intro to Course 

Watch Oedipus 
 

WEEK 2 
Mon 9/5/16 

Wed 9/7/16 

NO CLASS-Labor Day 

Watch Oedipus Cont. 
 

WEEK 3 
Mon 9/12/16  

Wed 9/14/16 

Chapter 1: Theatre: Its Origins and Its History 

Chapter 2: Greek Theatre 
 
Quiz 1: Greek Theatre 

WEEK 4 
Mon 9/19/16 

Wed 9/21/16 

Agamemnon 

Lysistrata 
Quiz 2: Agamemnon 
Quiz 3: Lysistrata 

WEEK 5 
Mon 9/27 16 

Wed 9/28/16 

Chapter 3: Roman Theatre 

The Pot of Gold 
Quiz 4: Roman Theatre 
Quiz 5: The Pot of Gold 

WEEK 6 
Mon 10/03/16 

Wed 10/05/16 

Chapter 4: Early Asian Theatre 

47 Samuri 

Quiz 6: Early Asian Theatre 

Quiz 7: 47 Samuri  

WEEK 7 
Mon 10/10/16 

Wed 10/12/16 

Chapter 5: Medieval Theatres in Europe 

Second Shepherd’s Play 

Quiz 8: Medieval Theatre 

Quiz 9: Second Shepherd’s 

WEEK 8 
Mon 10/17/16 

Wed 10/19/16 
Everyman 
MIDTERM EXAM 

Quiz 10: Everyman 
Midterm Exam 

WEEK 9 Mon 10/24/16 Chapter 6: Italian Renaissance Quiz 11: Italian Renaissance 
Quiz 12: The Portrait 
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Wed 10/26/16 The Portrait    Wed: Research Topic Selected 

WEEK 10 
Mon 10/31/16 

Wed 11/2/16 

Chapter 7: English Renaissance 

Othello 

Quiz 13: English Renaissance 
Quiz 14: Othello 

WEEK 11 
Mon 11/7/16 

Wed 11/9/16 
Doctor Faustus (discussion and Film) 
 

Quiz 15: Doctor Faustus 
   Mon: Works Cited DUE 
   Wed: Outline DUE 

WEEK 12 
Mon 11/14/16 

Wed 11/16/16 

Chapter 8: Spanish Golden Age 

Life is a Dream 
Quiz 16: Spanish Golden Age 
Quiz 17: Life is a Dream 

WEEK 13 
Mon 11/21/16 

Wed 11/23/16 

OFF FOR ILLNESS 

OFF FOR THANKSGIVING! 

 
   Wed: First Draft DUE 
 
 

WEEK 14 
Mon 11/28/16 

Wed 11/30/16 

Life is a Dream/Spanish Theatre 

Chapter 9: French Neoclassical Theatre 
Quiz 18: French Neoclassical 

WEEK 15 
Mon 12/5/16 

Wed 12/7/16 
The Miser 
Research Presentations 

  Mon: Final Draft DUE 
Quiz 19: The Miser 
Research Fun Facts 

WEEK 16 Wed 12/14/16 FINAL EXAM 12:30-2:20pm Final Exam 

**Class activities may not always parallel what is listed.  The instructor reserves the right to 
amend the schedule as required** 

 
 

DAILY QUIZZES (20 at 10pts each) 
You will receive 20 quizzes throughout the semester which will cover material from the text, and in the 
case of the final quiz, the preceding research presentations.  Each test will be worth 10 points.  Different 
formats will be utilized for these tests.  You will undoubtedly see True or False; Multiple Choice; 
Matching; Definitions and Short Answer types of questions.  The quizzes will be taken at the beginning 
of the period the day they appear on the syllabus.  You will be allowed approximately 10 minutes for the 
quizzes.  Save these quizzes for help in studying for the midterm and final exam. 
 
 

MIDTERM EXAM (1 at 50pts) 
 

This assessment covers roughly the first half of the semester, along with any chapters, lectures, 
videos, and plays encountered during that time.  Questions consist of True or False; Multiple 
Choice; Matching; Definitions, Short Answers, and essays.   
 
 

RESEARCH PAPER (1 at 100 points TOTAL) 
 

By the 26th of October you will be asked to select a topic for in-depth research. The topic may 
be an era in theatre history, representative playwright(s) of a theatrical era, or a comparative 
study of eras, playwrights, technologies, etc.  The paper should be 6-8 pages not including works 
cited (no less than five sources with at least two being library sources, either found in print 
or electronically) . The assignment is broken down in the following way: 
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Wed 10/26: Research Topic Selected: (5 PTS) Topic must be submitted and approved by 
instructor by this date.  NO late work accepted.  
 
Wed 11/2: Works Cited: (10 PTS) All research sources must be compiled in a properly 
formatted MLA Works Cited page adhering to the new 8th Edition.  NO late work accepted. 
Please bold your library sources to prove you have at least two. 
 
Wed 11/9: Outline: (10 PTS) Outline should be logically formatted, detailing how each 
paragraph of the paper will unfold.  Works Cited should be included at the end and incorporated 
within, providing a guideline how the sources will be used througout the paper.  NO late work 
accepted. 
 
Wed 11/23: Rough Draft: (25 PTS) Rough Draft should be 6-8 pages, and although may 
contain some formatting and grammatical errors, should provide a strong foundation for your 
final work.  Citations are expected and required.   Peer review and editing is strongly 
recommended upon completion of this step.  NO late work accepted. 
 
Wed 11/30: Final Draft: (50 PTS) Final Draft should be 6-8 pages not including Works Cited, 
and should be carefully constructed, tightly proofread, and thoughtfully supported.  Writing will 
be critiqued in style, content, and insight.  This is an assessment not only of the student’s writing 
ability, but his/her compilation of research into a cohesive and compelling argument.  Citations 
are expected and required; failing to provide them results in claiming others’ work as your own, 
aka plagairism.  This will mean a grade of zero and possible other consequences including failing 
the course and/or academic censure. 
 

RESEARCH PRESENTATION (1 at 20pts) 
After submission of your final draft, each student will provide their fellow students with their 
research topic along with three “fun” facts regarding their research, both online and in class. 
Online in a discussion thread, each student will write their topic along with three facts which will 
be used as possible questions for the final exam (10pts).  In addition, by the start of class on 12/7, 
students will have contributed three slides to a Google Slides file, and in class they will introduce 
their topic, show their three fun facts with at least three coresponding pictures (10pts).  Because 
this takes place the class period before finals, there will be NO late work accepted. 
 

PRODUCTION HOURS (1 at 70pts) 
 

Work on SVSU Theatre productions, either as an actor or as a technician, is required.  These 
hours can be earned through one or both of the mainstage productions.  This responsibility is 
described in detail in the last two pages of the syllabus.  
 

FINAL  EXAM (1 at 70pts) 
 

This assessment covers roughly the second  half of the semester, along with any chapters, 
lectures, videos, plays, and research presentations  encountered during that time.  Questions 
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consist of True or False; Multiple Choice; Matching; Definitions, Short Answers, and essays.   
 
 

  
**************** GUIDELINES FOR WRITING ASSIGNMENTS **************** 
 

To receive full credit on assignments, follow these guidelines. 
 

*Read the assignment carefully. If you are not sure what to do, ask the instructor for assistance.  
 

*Allow adequate time for planning and preparing writing assignments. 
 

*Organize your thoughts. Support main points with additional information and use topic 
sentences to  

introduce paragraphs.  
 

*Do an outline and several drafts of the assignment before submitting it for a grade. 
 

*Always use correct grammar, spelling, punctuation and writing style. 
 

*You MUST proofread your work.  Please do not simply rely on a spell check program.  I am a 
huge stickler for this! 
 

*Consult with a reference librarian if you need assistance finding information. 
 

*For research papers, use the MLA Handbook rules and a formal writing style.  
 

*Type or word process assignments, using appropriate spacing and font size (TIMES NEW  
ROMAN 12 POINT FONT.) Number the pages with your last name and page number on the 
upper right-hand side, leaving 1 inch margins on the top, bottom, and sides of the paper. 
 

*Cover page is required for all writing assignments. A works cited is required as needed.  
 
DO NOT PLAGIARIZE.  Plagiarism is using an other’s ideas or writing as your own. When  
you write, properly credit ideas taken from other sources, including class lectures and texts.  Do  
not use someone else’s ideas without referencing the source and then claim ignorance of what it  
means to plagiarize.  The University has strict guidelines in place for this; the instructor reserves 
the right to give a “zero” for not only the paper in question but also the entire course, so please 
be sure to respect this policy! 
 

NO PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED THROUGH EMAIL: ONLY THROUGH CANVAS!  
* A brief tutorial on how to post to Canvas will be given the first few weeks of class*  

 
instructor will delete the video, although the student is welcome to keep his/her copy as long as it 
is not shared publicly due to privacy/copyright issues.  Students may opt out of video recording, 
although without this learning tool, students will have increased difficulty reflecting impartially 
to their work. 
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     PRODUCTION HOUR ASSIGNMENTS 
FALL 2017 THEATRE CLASSES 

  
As a part of your coursework, you are expected to participate in SVSU Theatre, either as a cast or crew 
member.  Being involved offers you an opportunity to acquire firsthand knowledge about theatre 
production.  Prior experience isn’t necessary, and you shouldn’t be afraid to try something new to satisfy 
this requirement. You will have a 7 hour requirement. Most commonly these hours are fulfilled by 
working in the Scene Shop, Costume Shop or working as an Usher for one of our productions. 
Additionally, one can also earn hours through lighting, sound, production crews, or acting (mainstage 
productions or student directing classes). 
  
Mainstage Productions - Sign up sheets for tech are posted on the Scene shop hallway doors and on the 
costume shop bulletin board.  If your work is technical (i.e., building a set or constructing a costume), 
you will be provided with instructions for completing jobs.  Each time you report to a shop, bring your 
log sheet with you. Make a complete entry and have it signed. Grading is based upon satisfactorily 
completed hours. 
  
If ushering opportunities are available, they will be posted on the Theatre Department office window. 
Once you have made a commitment, please do not erase your name. Although slots usually fill quickly, 
please do not add your name if all slots are taken.  If earning hours ushering, you may be asked to attend 
an orientation meeting. 
  
For credit, submit your completed log sheet to your instructor.  All information must appear on the 
sheet.  Have the sheet signed by a member of the theatre faculty, Jerry Dennis (Scene Shop), Prof. Peggy 
Mead-Finizio (Lighting/Sound), Kelly (Main Office), a designated shop assistant, or a crew head. 
Please remember that unsigned hours will not count. 
  
Keep in mind that productions have deadlines and people are counting on you.  Some production work is 
time intensive just prior to and during the run of a show.  Other assignments are less concentrated and 
extend throughout the semester.  Please give serious consideration to your personal schedule when 
committing to tasks.  If you work with a crew head, be certain to keep in contact with him or her.  Let 
the appropriate faculty know if you encounter problems 
  
Production Points - Points are based upon the following satisfactorily completed hours.  Work quality 
(as determined by faculty, staff, and/or crew head) and hours earned determine points. 

 
  

This combined assignment is worth 70 TOTAL POINTS, or 14% of your course grade! 
 

Please see your instructor if you have any questions regarding this assignment. Remember to 
complete your hours before the assignment due date. 



THEA 375 FA16 pg8 
 

 
 
 
 

  SAGINAW VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY:  DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE 
Fall 2016 

❖ ❖ ❖ Production Work-Hours Log #1 – DUE Mon 10/17/16 ❖ ❖ ❖  

The Cripple of Inishmaan  
Student’s Name:  ______________________________  Class:  __________________________ 

  

  
DATE 

Time 
 In 

Time 
Out 

  
PROJECTS 

Faculty/Staff 
Signature 

          

          

          

          

Total  
Hours 
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SAGINAW VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY:  DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE 
Fall 2016 

❖ ❖ ❖ Production Work-Hours Log #2 – DUE Mon 11/21/16❖ ❖ ❖ 
  

A Raisin in the Sun 
Student’s Name:  ______________________________  Class:  __________________________ 

  

  
DATE 

Time 
 In 

Time 
Out 

  
PROJECTS 

 Faculty/Staff 
Signature 

          

          

          

          

Total Hours       

    

 


