
Glossary of Terms 

RENT, Spring 2013 

University of South Dakota 

Director: Tommy Wedge 

KEY: (M/W) = Merriam-Webster.com  (G) = Google search: “Define X”  (WNW) = wordnetweb.princeton.edu (OX) = oxforddictionaries.com 

 (UD) = urbandictionary.com  (DR) = Dictionary.reference.com  (BIO) = biography.com    (NS) = noslang.com 

 Endnotes: other specific websites 

For a birds-eye view of locations listed in the gloss, please visit the following link to see a map made courtesy of googlemaps.com: 

https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?msid=206002604220121716820.0004cef7dc4a918a4f489&msa=0 

 

“Bohemia has a special dialect, a distinct jargon of its own.  This vocabulary is the hell of rhetoric and the paradise of neologism.” 

 (H. Murger, preface to the Scenes de la vie de Boheme; also included in the preface to Puccini’s La Boheme) 

 

Pg(Lib) Pg(VB) Term   Definition 

NA NA Marfan’s Synodrome “Marfan syndrome is an inherited disorder that affects connective tissue, which supports and anchors your organs and  
     other structures in your body. Because connective tissue is such an integral part of your body, Marfan syndrome may  
     disrupt development and function in several sites. Most common are your heart, eyes, blood vessels and skeleton.  

     People with Marfan syndrome are usually tall and thin with disproportionately long arms, legs, fingers and toes. Marfan  
     syndrome is caused by a dominant gene, which means one of your parents also has the gene and passed it to you.” i 

NA NA Aortic Aneurysm “A bulge in a section of the aorta , the body’s main artery. The aorta carries oxygen-rich blood from the heart to the  
     rest of the body. Because the section with the aneurysm is overstretched and weak, it can burst. If the aorta bursts, it  
     can cause serious bleeding that can quickly lead to death.” ii 

https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?msid=206002604220121716820.0004cef7dc4a918a4f489&msa=0
http://www.webmd.com/heart/anatomy-of-the-aorta
http://www.webmd.com/heart/anatomy-picture-of-blood
http://www.webmd.com/heart/picture-of-the-heart
http://www.webmd.com/heart/anatomy-of-the-aorta


     Short video on aortic aneurysms, courtesy of NYU Medical: 
      http://cardiac-surgery.med.nyu.edu/conditions-we-treat/aortic-aneurysm 

1 NA RENT   N:  “Payment, usually of an amount fixed by contract, made by a tenant at specified intervals in return for the right  
      to occupy or use the property of another.” 

    V: Past tense of ‘Rend’:  To tear or split apart or into pieces violently or: 

        A breach of relations between persons or groups; a rift” iii 

1 NA CBGB’s   “CBGB (Country, BlueGrass, and Blues) was a music club at 315 Bowery at Bleecker Street in the borough of Manhattan  
    in New  York City. Founded by Hilly Kristal in 1973, it was originally intended to feature its namesake musical styles, but  
    became a forum for American punk and New Wave bands like Ramones, Misfits, Television, the Patti Smith Group, Mink  
    DeVille, The Dead Boys, The Dictators, The Fleshtones, The Voidoids, The Cramps, Blondie, The Shirts, and Talking Heads. 

 In later years, it would mainly become known for Hardcore punk with bands such as U.S. Chaos, Agnostic Front, 
 Murphy's Law, Cro-Mags, Warzone, Gorilla Biscuits, Sick of It All, and Youth of Today becoming synonymous with the 
 club. The storefront and large space next door to the club served as the "CBGB Record Canteen" (record shop and cafe) 
 for many years. 

 Eventually, in the late eighties, the record store was closed and replaced with a second performance space and art 
 gallery named "CB's 313 Gallery". The gallery went on to showcase many popular bands and singer-songwriters who 
 played in a musical style more akin to acoustic rock, folk, jazz, or experimental music, such as Dadadah, Toshi Reagon, 
 and The Shells, while the original club continued to present mainly hardcore bands and post-punk, metal, and 
 alternative rock acts.  

 The club closed in October 2006. The final concert was performed by Patti Smith on October 15. CBGB Fashions (the 
 CBGB store, wholesale department, and online store) stayed open until October 31 at 315 Bowery.” iv 

1 NA Pyramid Club  An avant-garde performance art space at 101 Ave. A founded in 1979, it catered to artists well outside the mainstream.  
    Considered a gay bar by many, the Pyramid was a hub for drag performances and an “anything goes” attitude.  v 

2 121 Fender Guitar  Pioneered by California inventor Leo Fender, Fender began experimenting with improving the hollow-body guitars in the 
     1940’s , culminating in the 1951 release of the prototype Telecaster Guitar, the “first solid body Spanish-style electric  
     guitar to be commercially mass-produced.”  That same year, Fender also released the Precision Bass guitar, and the  
     combination of these two guitars formed the core of the “modern rock combo.”  Leo Fender, due to poor health, sold his 

http://cardiac-surgery.med.nyu.edu/conditions-we-treat/aortic-aneurysm


     company to CBS in 1965, and CBS in turn sold it to William Shultz in 1985, where Fender regained its legendary   
     reputation of excellent musicians creating excellent guitars and amps, which it retains to this day.  vi 

3 123 C’est La Vie  “That’s life: That’s how things happen.” (M-W) 

7 129 Flue   “A duct for smoke & waste gases produced by a fire, a gas heater, a power station, or other fuel-burning installation’. (G) 

8 131 The Digital Delay Digital Delay Generator, “A high-precision adjustable time-delay generator in which delays may be selected in   

     increments such as 1, 10, or 100 nanoseconds by means of panel switches and sometimes by remote programming”. vii 

10 136 Spar   “Make the motions of boxing without landing heavy blows, as a form of training: ‘broke his nose while sparring’.”(G) 

12 139 Purloined  “to appropriate wrongfully and often by a breach of trust: steal” (M-W) 

12 139 AIDS   Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome: “a disease of the human immune system that is characterized cytologically  

     especially by reduction in the numbers of CD4-bearing helper T cells to 20 percent or less of normal thereby rendering  

     the subject highly vulnerable to life-threatening conditions (as Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia) and to some (as  

     Kaposi's sarcoma) that become  life-threatening and that is caused by infection with HIV commonly transmitted in  

     infected blood especially during illicit intravenous drug use and in bodily secretions (as semen) during sexual   

     intercourse.” (M-W) 

NA NA HIV   Human Immunodeficiency Virus: “Retrovirus associated with AIDS. HIV attacks and gradually destroys the immune  

     system, leaving the host unprotected against infection. It cannot be spread through casual contact but instead is  

     contracted mainly through exposure to blood and blood products (e.g., by sharing hypodermic needles or by accidental  

     needle sticks), semen and female genital secretions, or breast milk. A pregnant woman can pass the virus to her fetus  

     across the placenta. The virus first multiplies in lymph nodes near the site of infection. Once it spreads through the body, 

     usually about 10 years later, symptoms appear, marking the onset of AIDS. Multidrug “cocktails” can delay onset, but  

     missing doses can lead to drug resistance. Like other viruses, HIV needs a host cell to multiply. It attacks helper T cells  

     and can infect other cells. A rapid mutation rate helps it foil both the immune system and treatment attempts. No  

     vaccine or cure exists. Abstinence from sex, use of condoms or other means to prevent sexual transmission of the  

     disease, and avoidance of needle sharing have reduced infection rates in some areas.” (M-W) 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/concise/retrovirus
http://www.merriam-webster.com/concise/AIDS
http://www.merriam-webster.com/concise/immune%20system
http://www.merriam-webster.com/concise/immune%20system
http://www.merriam-webster.com/concise/drug%20resistance
http://www.merriam-webster.com/concise/T%20cell
http://www.merriam-webster.com/concise/mutation


13 142 Touché   “Used to acknowledge a hit in fencing or the success or appropriateness of an argument, an accusation, or a witty  

     point.”   Derived from the French word “touch” (M-W) 

13 142 AZT   “an antiviral drug C10H13N5O4 that inhibits replication of some retroviruses (as HIV) and is used to treat AIDS —called also 

     azidothymidine, zidovudine” (M-W) 

13 143 Glory   “praise, honor, or distinction extended by common consent: renown.  A state of great gratification or exaltation.” (M-W) 

14 144 Blaze of Glory  “A death resulting from choosing to fight back against overwhelming enemy force rather than surrender.” (UD) 

16 149 Illin’   “1) Trippin', acting erratically or inappropriately. 2) Having fun, or messing around.” (UD)  

17 150 Cat Scratch Club A Larson-ism: no such place exists in Manhatten. 

19 153 They Call Me Mimi Part of a direct quote from La Boheme, “Yes, they call me Mimi, but my name is Lucia.” 

20 NA Life Café  343 E 10th St # B, New York, NY, this real café was where Jonathan Larson purportedly spent much of his time writing  
     RENT.  A “Mecca” of sorts for RENTheads, this café, along with its sister restaurant in Brooklyn, closed in Feb 2012. viii 

20 154 Pound Ridge  Pound Ridge, NY, is an affluent city in southern New York with a median household income of $185,996 and a white  
     population of 93.6% as of 2009. ix 

20 155 Confirmation Hearings “A hearing held by the US Senate to gather information on whether to approve or reject candidates for high federal  
     office who are nominated by the president” (DR) 

20 155 Doc Martens  “A type of very heavy laced shoe or boot with a cushioned sole, the proprietary name for these; also called Doctor  
     Martens.  Etymology:from Dr. K. Maertens, German inventor of shoe sole.” (DR). A not-so-subtle stereotype of lesbians. 

21 157 Vagabond  1) “anything that resembles a vagabond in having no fixed place ‘pirate ships were vagabonds of the sea’  

     2) vagrant, drifter, floater, vagabond, clochard: a wanderer who has no established residence or visible means of  
     support.” (WNW) 

21 157 Anarchist  1: “a person who rebels against any authority, established order, or ruling power  

     2: a person who believes in, advocates, or promotes anarchism or anarchy; especially : one who uses violent means to  

     overthrow the established order “(M-W) 

http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=vagrant
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=drifter
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=floater
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=clochard
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/anarchism
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/anarchy


21 157 Parthenon  “The main temple of the goddess Athena; built on the acropolis in Athens more than 400 years B.C.; example of Doric  
     architecture” (WNW) 

21 157 Bustelo   Café Bustelo: the number one selling Cuban coffee in the US.  Originally founded in the Bronx in the 1920’s by Gregario  
     Bustelo.  Also famous for its excellent espresso. x 

21 158 Stoli   Short for Stolichnaya Vodka, Russian vodka made from wheat and distilled seven times xi 

21 158 M.I.T.   Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  Incorporated in April of 1861, and as of 2011-2012, has 6,510 graduate students  
     and 4,384 undergraduate students totaling 10,894.  M.I.T. has a reputation for excellence, especially in regard to  
     technology and entrepreneurship xii 

22 158 Theory of Actual Reality Something seemingly made up by Larson; a plea to unplug yourself from electronic gadgets and look around you 

22 159 Benefactor  “One that confers a benefit; especially : one that makes a gift or bequest “ (M-W) 

22 159 Alphabet City  “The area of New York City that runs from Houston Street up to 14th Street, and from Avenues A to D. This area includes 

     both The Village as well as Loisaida.” (UD) 

22 159 Avant-garde  “An intelligentsia that develops new or experimental concepts especially in the arts” (M-W) 

22 160 Akita   “Any of a breed of large muscular dogs of Japanese origin” (M-W) 

23 161 Cur   “1: a mongrel or inferior dog or 2: a surly or cowardly fellow” (M-W) 

23 162 The Gracie Mews 401 East 80th Street, New York, NY: A posh diner on the Upper East Side of NYC. 

23 162 Mercurichrome  “A mercurial compound applied topically as an antiseptic; Mercurochrome is the trademark” (WNW) 

24 164 Westport Greys  Fictitious wealthy family made up by Larson: Benny comes into money by marrying Allison Grey 

24 164 Cyberstudio  The program CAD-3D and sister program Cybermate were bundled together as Cyberstudio, a 3D-modeling and   

     animation package developed by Tom Hudson for the Atari. xiii  Most likely, for Larson’s purposes, this is a generic name  

     for some sort of early-internet café-esque place or technology lab that Benny wishes to open, named CYBER ARTS.  It  

     seems to be purposely ambiguous, as far as I can tell. 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/benefit
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=The%20Village
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Loisaida


24 165 Ideals   “1) The idea of something that is perfect; something that one hopes to attain or 2)  ideal, paragon, nonpareil,   

     saint, apotheosis, nonesuch, nonsuch, a model of excellence or perfection of a kind; one having no equal.” (WNW) 

24 166 CYBER ARTS  See “Cyberstudio”.   

24 166 Re-zoned  “To change the zoning classification of (a neighborhood or property, for example).” xiv  This would zone the property  

     from residential to business so that Benny could open CYBER ARTS. 

25 167 Injunction  “A judicial remedy issued in order to prohibit a party from doing or continuing to do a certain activity” (WNW) 

26 168 Prozac   “Aka Sarafem, is a selective-serotonin reuptake inhibitor commonly prescribed as an antidepressant…it is thought to  

     work by increasing the activity of serotonin in the brain.” (WNW) 

28 172 Samples Won’t Delay “Sample Delay is more a utility than an effect—you can use it to delay a channel by single sample values. When used in  
     conjunction with the phase inversion capabilities of the Gain effect, Sample Delay is useful for correction of timing  
     problems that may occur with multichannel microphones. It can also be used creatively, to emulate stereo microphone  
     channel separation. 

     Every sample at a frequency of 44.1 kHz is equivalent to the time taken for a sound wave to travel 7.76 millimeters. If  
     you delay one channel of a stereo microphone by 13 samples, this will emulate an acoustic (microphone) separation of  
     10 centimeters.” xv  We see this effect in the echo during “Over the Moon”. 

29 174 Churn   “stir (cream) vigorously in order to make butter: boil, moil, roil (be agitated)” (WNW)  

29 174 Swoon   “faint, swoon, syncope, deliquium: a spontaneous loss of consciousness caused by insufficient blood to the brain”  

     (WNW) 

30 NA Miss Porter’s  Founded in 1843 and located in Farmington Connecticut, Miss Porter’s is a prestigious and exclusive all-female boarding  

     school for young women grades 9-12 xvi 

30 NA Scarsdale Jewish 999 Wilmot Road, Scarsdale, NY 10583.  http://www.jccmw.org/ 

  Community Center 

31 176 Diva   “prima donna, diva (a distinguished female operatic singer; a female operatic star” (WNW) 

http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=ideal
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=paragon
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=nonpareil
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=saint
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=apotheosis
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=nonesuch
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=nonsuch
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=faint
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=syncope
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=deliquium
http://www.jccmw.org/
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=prima+donna


31 177 Patched  When cords are connected from microphone to speakers 

 

33 179 Affirmation  1) avowal, avouchment, affirmation (a statement asserting the existence or the truth of something 

     2)  assertion, statement (the act of affirming or asserting or stating something 

     3) a solemn declaration that serves the same purpose as an oath if an oath is objectionable to the person on religious or  

      ethical grounds 

     4) a judgment by a higher court that the judgment of a lower court was correct and should stand” (WNW) 

 

33 179 Gordon   Close friend to Jonathan Larson, he worked on costumes for Superbia.  In 1990, Gordon suddenly was stricken with an  

     unknown ailment that caused paralysis from the neck down, and was on a respirator and feeding tube. At 6’7”, he was  

     reduced to 127 pounds only 2 weeks after being told that the unknown ailment was AIDS.  He died later that year.  

     (Hoffman xii) 

 

33 179 Ali   Alison Gertz: close friend to Larson who became infected from a single sexual encounter at the age of 16, becoming  

     internationally recognizable as one of the new faces of AIDS (Hoffman x)  

 

33 179 Pam   Pamela Shaw, Larson’s ex-girlfriend, found out she had AIDS in 1990, prompting Larson to get tested.  Fortunately,  

     Larson was HIV negative. 

33 179 Credo   “creed, credo (any system of principles or beliefs)” (WNW) 

33 179 T-Cells   “A type of white blood cell that is of key importance to the immune system and is at the core of adaptive immunity, the  

     system that tailors the body's immune response to specific pathogens. The T cells are like soldiers who search out and  

     destroy the targeted invaders.” xvii 

35 185 Prowl   “move about in or as if in a predatory manner” (WNW) 

36 185 Wail   “howl, ululate, wail, roar, yawl, yaup (emit long loud cries)” (WNW) 

36 186 Forsake   “abandon, forsake, desolate, desert (leave someone who needs or counts on you; leave in the lurch)” (WNW) 

http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=avowal
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=avouchment
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=assertion
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=statement
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=creed
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=howl
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=ululate
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=roar
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=yawl
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=yaup
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=abandon
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=desolate
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=desert


37 191 Smack   “big H, hell dust, nose drops, smack, thunder, skag, scag (street names for heroin)” (WNW) 

40 203 Ted Koppel  “Ted Koppel is an English-born U.S. broadcast journalist, best known as the anchor for Nightline from the program's  

     inception in 1980 until 2005. Koppel came to the U.S. in 1953. Originally a newscaster for WABC radio, he switched to  

     television reporting while covering the Vietnam War. He is known for his consistently knowledgeable and sometimes  

     piercing interviews.” (BIO) 

41 206 Metaphysic  a (1) : a division of philosophy that is concerned with the fundamental nature of reality and being and that includes  

     ontology, cosmology, and often epistemology (2) : ontology 2  

     b : abstract philosophical studies : a study of what is outside objective experience (M-W) 

42 208 Computer Age  I can find no actual definition for this, which leads me to believe it is a Larson-ism.  Likely, this is simply teaching  

  Philosophy  philosophy in the age of computers, or how philosophy has been changed in the electronic age. 

42 208 Aesthete  “esthete, aesthete (one who professes great sensitivity to the beauty of art and nature)” (WNW) 

42 209 Heidegger  “Born in Germany in 1889, existentialist Martin Heidegger was one of the most influential philosophers of the 20th  

     century. His reputation was later scarred by his affiliation with the Nazi party, and for refusing to denounce National  

     Socialism following World War II he remains a controversial figure.” (BIO) 

43 211 Bohemian  (N) Gypsy, Gipsy, Romany, Rommany, Romani, Roma,  

     1) a member of a people with dark skin and hair who speak Romany and who traditionally live by seasonal work and  

     fortunetelling; they are believed to have originated in northern India but now are living on all continents (but mostly in  

     Europe, North Africa, and North America),  

     2)  a native or inhabitant of Bohemia in the Czech Republic,  

     3)  a nonconformist writer or artist who lives an unconventional life. 

     (ADJ) unconventional in especially appearance and behavior "a bohemian life style" (WNW) 

45 220 The Murget Case A Larson-ism—no specific law case, but very possibly a nod to Henry Merger, as the pronunciation is almost identical 

http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=big+H
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=hell+dust
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=nose+drops
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=thunder
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=skag
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=scag
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/ontology
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=esthete
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=Gypsy
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=Gipsy
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=Romany
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=Rommany
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=Romani
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=Roma


46 221 Newt’s Lesbian Sister Possibly referring to Newt Gingrich’s half-sister Candace Gingrich-Jones, a lesbian who is 23 years younger than Speaker  

     Gingrich.  Gingrich-Jones came out to her parents in 1989, but it wasn’t until 1994 when her brother became Speaker  

     that she came out publicly and worked as an activist for gay rights and preserving HIV/AIDS funding.  She now lives in  

     Maryland with her wife, Rebecca.xviii 

47 223 Saks   “The department store chain known today as Saks Fifth Avenue began in 1902 as a men’s clothing store in Washington,  

     DC.  The name “Fifth Avenue” was added in 1924 when the New York store moved to fashionable Fifth Avenue from  

     Herald Square.  In order to finance this move the Saks family gave control of the firm to the Gimbel’s family.  Under the  

     leadership of Adam Long Gimbel from 1925 to 1969 the firm established its reputation as one of the premier luxury  

     retailers in the world.  By 1978 the number of stores reached 30, and in 2004 there were 63 including the Off 5th outlet  

     stores.” xix 

47 223-24 But For the Grace In other words, “I too, like someone seen to have suffered misfortune, might have suffered a similar fate, but for God's  

  of God Go You  mercy.” xx  A clear dig at the passersby—the only reason they’re not homeless is due to God’s grace. 

47 224 Yule Log  “A large log formerly put on the hearth on Christmas Eve as the foundation of the fire” (M-W) 

47 224 Hearth   N:  fireplace,  open fireplace, fireside  

     1) An open recess in a wall at the base of a chimney where a fire can be built  

     2) Home symbolized as a part of the fireplace) "driven from hearth and home"; "fighting in defense of their firesides"  

     3) An area near a fireplace (usually paved and extending out into a room) 

47 225 St. Mark’s Place Usually known as 8th St in NYC, it changes names to St. Mark’s Place for four blocks, starting at 3rd Avenue to Avenue A  

     (which borders Tompkins Square Park).  This could be, presumably, the empty lot or tent city in Alphabet City 

48 225 Forty Fives  Most likely referring to a gramophone record (they play at 45 revolutions per minute).  Could also refer to a .45 mm  

     handgun, but doubtful that street venders would openly sell those in the street… 

48 226 Tweed   “a coarse wool cloth in a variety of weaves and colors, either hand-spun and handwoven in Scotland or reproduced,  

     often by machine, elsewhere. “ (DR) 

http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=fireplace
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=open+fireplace
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=fireside


49 NA Furtively  1. taken, done, used, etc., surreptitiously or by stealth; secret: a furtive glance. 2. sly; shifty: a furtive manner. (DR) 

50 229 D   “a short way of referring to drugs, usually used to describe methamphetamine. D is short for dope” (UD) 

     LSD; PCP (NS) 

NA NA Dope   “People who do not do drugs call Marajuanna Dope. People who do Marajuanna call Heroin Dope.” (UD) 

     “Marijuana; heroin; any other drug” (NS) 

50 229 C   Crack (UD) 

     Cocaine (NS) 

50 230 Smack   Slang for Heroin.  Another common slang term for heroin: Snow. (UD) 

     Heroin (NS) 

50 230 Horse   Heroin (UD) 

     Heroin (NS) 

50 230 Jugie Boogie Boy “Crack Cocaine, Blow. old term from the Late 80's early 90's” (UD)     

50 230 Blow   Cocaine (UD) 

     “Cocaine; to inhale cocaine; to smoke marijuana; to inject heroin” (NS) 

51 232 B   Slang for a blunt xxi  

     “Amount of marijuana to fill a matchbox” (NS) 

51 232 Crack   Crack Cocaine: two parts cocaine one part baking soda, heated with a small amount of water creates a smoke-able  

     version of cocaine that has a quicker and more intense high, making it more addictive.  Crack cocaine has a reputation as 

     being for poorer/lower class users, whereas powder cocaine is traditionally for more affluent users (UD) 

     Cocaine (NS) 

NA NA DRUG SLANG  For a more in depth examination as to current drug slang terms, here is a website used by Texas law enforcement:  

     http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/slang/terms.pdf 

http://www.tcada.state.tx.us/research/slang/terms.pdf


51 232 L. L. Bean  Founded by Leon Leonwood (L. L.) Bean in 1912, a chain of department stores and mail order service specializing in  

     outdoor equipment and suppliesxxii 

51 232 Geoffrey Beene  Acclaimed fashion designer.  Beene has won eight Coty Awards and four Council of Fashion Designer of America Awards. 

     “He challenged the American fashion establishment by creating haute couture for women and classic, superbly tailored  

     styles for men that married comfort and luxury to timeless aesthetic simplicity and exquisite detail. “  xxiii  

51 232 Burburry zip-out lining Founded in England in 1856 by Thomas Burburry, his company specializes in “innovative functional outerwear” xxiv 

52 232 Dats   “(dat) digital audiotape: a digital tape recording of sound.” (WNW) 

53 237 Tuckahoe  Tuckahoe NY, in Westchester County: as of 2010, population of 6,486 with a median income of $76,858xxv 

53 239 Steuben Glass  Founded in 1903 by Englishman Fredrick C. Carder and Thomas G. Hawkes, gained a reputation for crafting premium  

     glass “vase, bowl, figurine, or sculptures”. xxvi 

58 248 Daughter of the “An organization of women descended from patriots of the period of the War of Independence Abbreviation DAR” xxvii 

  Revolution  

58 250 Harvest Moon  “the full moon that is seen nearest to the time of the autumnal equinox.” (OX) 

60 254 Ov Vey   “indicating dismay or grief.  Yiddish, literally ‘oh woe’.” (OX) 

60 254 Yuppie Scum  “Yuppie: A young upwardly mobile professional individual; a well-paid middle-class professional who works in a city and  

     has a luxurious life style” (WNW)  

     (Y)oung (U)rban (P)rofessional, or “yup”: elongated to “yuppie” in the 1980’s (UD) 

61 255 Falacy   a deceptive, misleading, or false notion, belief, etc (DR) 

61 255 This is Calcutta   A reference to an overcrowded and squalid place, a pejorative of the Indian city of the same name.  Possibly a reference 

     to “The Black Hole of Calcutta”, an English expression originated from 1756 when 146 English and other Europeans were 

     stuffed into a 18’x14’ room with only one barred window in the middle of summer; only 23 survived. xxviii   

61 256 Dies Irae-Dies Illa “a Medieval Latin hymn on the Day of Judgment sung in requiem masses. ‘Day of Wrath-that day”” (M-W) 



61 256 Kyrie Eleison  “Greek for ‘Lord have mercy’…is a very old, even pre-Christian, used constantly in all Christian liturgies.xxix 

61 256 Yitgadal V’Yitkadash Opening line of Mourner’s Kaddish.  Yiddish. “Yit'gadal v'yit'kadash sh'mei raba”, or “May His great Name grow exalted  

     and sanctified”  xxx 

61 257 la vie bohème  “ The Bohemian Life” (G) French 

72 273 Viva la vie bohème “Live the Bohemian Life” or possibly “Long Live the Bohemian Life” (Viva is Spanish for “live”) (G) 

NA NA la bohème  As a noun: Bohemia, or as an adjective: Bohemian xxxi 

NA NA Scènes de la vie  “Scenes of Bohemian Life”.  Novel by Henri Murgerxxxii 

   de bohème  

62 258 Pretension  “pretentiousness, pretension, largeness (the quality of being pretentious: behaving or speaking in such a manner as to  

     create a false appearance of great importance or worth)” (WNW) 

62 259 Absolut   Swedish Vodka; the 3rd largest brand of alcoholic spirits in the world after Bacardi & Smirnoff, sold in 126 countries xxxiii 

62 259 The Village Voice Founded in 1955 as a neighborhood paper, and by 1967 was “the best selling weekly newspaper in the United States”.  A 

     paper for Greenwich Village, it is free in NYC but can (and is) widely purchased outside the city, and, in addition to local  

     affairs, reports on politics, dance, art, film, theatre, and reviews.xxxiv 

63 260 Miso Soup  A traditional Japanese soup, its base ingredient is miso, a fermented soybean paste.  Other ingredients include dashi (a  

     fish stock), tofu, seaweed, mushrooms, among other items. xxxv 

63 260 Tofu Dog  Hot dogs made from Tofu (also known as soybean curd, is a soft, cheese-like food made by curdling fresh hot soymilk  

     with a coagulant xxxvi)  

63 261 Meatless Balls  Vegetarian meatballs.  Instead of beef, one could use quinoa, eggplant, chickpeas, etc., or any combination thereof (G) 

63 261 Curry Vindaloo  Vindaloo Curry is a spicy Indian curry made with a variety of spices, vinegar, coconut milk and crushed tomatoes. Its  

     origins come from the Goa region of India, however, the Vindaloo name is derived from a Portugese dish Carne de Vinha 

     d’Ahlos which was typically made with pork, vinegar and chiles. xxxvii 

http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=pretentiousness
http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=largeness
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vindaloo
http://holidayrecipes.cookingcache.com/recipes/carnevinhadalhos.shtml?rdid=rc1
http://holidayrecipes.cookingcache.com/recipes/carnevinhadalhos.shtml?rdid=rc1


63 261 Huevos Rancheros “Fried or poached eggs served on a tortilla and topped with a usually tomato-based sauce…Mexican Spanish, literally,  

     ranch-style eggs” (M/W) 

63 261 Maya Angelou  Born April 4, 1928, Dr. Maya Angelou is a world renowned actor, dancer, poet, writer, and activist.  Dr. Angelou studied  

     modern dance with Martha Graham and worked with Alvin Ailey, composed poetry including one for Bill Clinton’s 1993  

     inauguration, wrote the best-selling I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, and worked with Martin Luther King Jr. and  

     Malcolm X; but a few of the amazing accomplishments of this incredible woman. xxxviii 

64 262 Sontag   Susan Sontag, author of AIDS and Its Metaphors (part of Illness as Metaphor), provided inspiration to Larson for RENT. 

     “Susan Sontag was born on January 16, 1933, in New York City. In 1964, she gained recognition for her essay “Notes on  

     Camp.” She directed her own film, Duet for Cannibals, in 1969. Her critical essays On Photography (1976) and Illness as  

     Metaphor (1978) only increased her popularity, as did her novels The Volcano Lover (1992) and In America (2000).  

     Sontag died on December 28, 2004 in New York City.” (BIO) 

64 262 Sondheim  “Mentored by Oscar Hammerstein, Stephen Sondheim is perhaps the best-known and greatest lyricist and composer for  

     musical theater of all time. His most famous scores include A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum, Sweeney  

     Todd, Sunday in the Park with George and Into the Woods. He also wrote the lyrics for West Side Story and Gypsy. He has 

     won eight Tony Awards, an Oscar and multiple Grammy.” (BIO) His musical Company was especially influential to Larson, 

     as it, in many ways, mirrors his rock monologue Tick..Tick..BOOM! 

64 262 Taboo   “An inhibition or ban resulting from social custom or emotional aversion” (WNW 

64 262 Ginsberg  “Allen Ginsberg was born on June 3, 1926, in Newark, NJ. He attended Columbia University and became friends with Jack 

     Kerouac and William Burroughs. "Howl," Ginsberg's first published book, was a long poem that dwelt on homosexuality,  

     drugs, Buddhism, and post-World War II America, themes that stayed with him his entire career. Ginsberg was a   

     longtime countercultural icon. He died in 1997.” (BIO) 

64 262 Dylan   “Folk rock singer-songwriter Bob Dylan was born Robert Allen Zimmerman on May 24, 1941, in Duluth, Minnesota.  

     While attending college, he began performing folk and country songs, taking the name "Bob Dylan." In 1961 Dylan  

     signed his first recording contract. Showing no signs of slowing down, Dylan has continued to tour in recent years, and  

     released his latest studio album in April 2009.” (BIO) 

http://www.biography.com/people/jack-kerouac-9363719
http://www.biography.com/people/jack-kerouac-9363719


64 262 Cunningham  “Merce Cunningham was born on April 16, 1919 in Centralia, Washington. He joined Martha Graham's Dance company  

     and--as a choreographer--began his long collaboration with composer John Cage. In 1953 Cunningham formed his own  

     company and was the first to dance to an electronic score. Cunningham stopped performing after Cage's death in 1992,  

     but continued to lead his company. He died in 2009.” (BIO) 

64 262 Cage   “John Cage was born September 5, 1912, in Los Angeles, California. By 1939 he had begun to experiment with   

     increasingly unorthodox instruments such as the “prepared piano.” He also experimented with tape recorders, record  

     players, and radios. His 1943 percussion ensemble concert at the Museum of Modern Art marked the first step in his  

     emergence as a leader of the American musical avant-garde.” (BIO) 

64 262 Lenny Bruce  “Lenny Bruce was born October 13, 1925 in Mineola, N.Y. He studied acting and began performing stand-up routines in  

     nightclubs in the 1950s, soon developing a style marked by black humor and punctuated with obscenity. As he gained  

     notoriety, he focused his material on criticisms of the social and legal establishments. His reputation acquired iconic  

     status after his death from a drug overdose in 1966.” (BIO) 

64 262 Langston Hughes “Langston Hughes was born on February 1, 1902, in Joplin, Missouri. He published his first poem in 1921. He attended  

     Columbia University, but left after one year to travel. His poetry was later promoted by Vachel Lindsay, and Hughes  

     published his first book in 1926. He went on to write countless works of poetry, prose and plays, as well as a popular  

     column for the Chicago Defender. He died on May 22, 1967.” (BIO) 

64 262 Uta   Iconic actress and acting teacher, Uta Hagen wrote the seminal acting book Respect for Acting, and originated the role of 

     Martha in Albee’s Who’s Afraid of Virginia Wool?, which she won her the Tony for Best Actress.  Born in Germany in  

     1919, she and her husband Herbert Burghof founded the acting school HB Studios on Bank St. in Greenwich Village.  Ms.  

     Hagen died on January 14, 2004.  xxxix 

64 262 Pablo Neruda  “Born in Parral, Chile, on July 12, 1904, poet Pablo Neruda stirred controversy with his affiliation with the Communist  

     Party and his outspoken support of Joseph Stalin, Fulgencio Batista and Fidel Castro, but his poetic mastery was never in  

     doubt, and for it he was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1971.”  He died on September 23, 1973. (BIO) 

65 263 Carcinogens  “Any substance that produces cancer”. (WNW) 

http://www.biography.com/people/martha-graham-9317723
http://www.biography.com/people/john-cage-40612
http://www.biography.com/people/joseph-stalin-9491723
http://www.biography.com/people/fulgencio-batista-9202010
http://www.biography.com/people/fidel-castro-9241487


65 263 Pee Wee Herman “Paul Ruebens is an American actor, writer, film producer and comedian best known as his alter ego, Pee-Wee Herman.  

     In 1985, Ruebens released his first feature box office hit, Pee-wee's Big Adventure, directed by Tim Burton. He was  

     arrested in 1991 in Florida and charged with indecent exposure and arrested again in 2002 for child pornography  

     charges which were dropped two years later.” (BIO) 

65 263 Turpentine  “Volatile liquid distilled from turpentine oleoresin; used as paint thinner and solvent and medicinally” (WNW) 

65 263 Gertrude Stein  “Modernist author Gertrude Stein was born in Allegheny, Pennsylvania, on February 3, 1874. Stein moved to Paris in  
     1903, embarking on a literary career that produced Tender Buttons and Three Lives, as well as work dealing with   
     homosexual themes. Stein was also a prolific art collector and the host of a salon that included expatriate writers Ernest  
     Hemingway, Sherwood Anderson and Ezra Pound.”  Stein died July 27, 1946. (BIO) 

     "If fishes were wishes the ocean would be all of our desire." 
     – Gertrude Stein 

65 263 Antonioni  “Michelangelo Antonioni was born on Septemper 29, 1912 in Ferrara, Italy. He attended the university at Bologna and  

     wrote film criticism. He later moved to Rome and collaborated with Roberto Rossellini's. Antonioni began to direct his  

     own first film in 1943 but was interrupted by the end of WWII. His first big international success was L'avventura in  

     1960. Antonioni died in 2007.” (BIO) 

65 263 Bertolucci  “Bernardo Bertolucci is an Italian director best known for his controversial Last Tango in Paris and the academy award  

     winning The Last Emperor. His initial films were critically acclaimed, but not lucrative. It was his look into the life of a  

     Mussolini era civil servant in The Conformist that finally won acclaim and box office success.” (BIO) 

65 263 Kurosawa  “In 1943 (Akira) Kurosawa was promoted to director and made his first feature film from his own scenario; this story of  

     Japanese judo masters of the 1880’s scored a great popular success. In 1944 he made his second film. In 1951 his film  

     Rashomon was shown at the Venice Film Festival and was awarded the Grand Prix. In 1960 he set up Kurosawa   

     Productions. His last three films were not as well recieved.”  Akira Kurosawa died on September 6, 1988 at the age of 78. 

     (BIO) 

65 263 Carmina Burana The name for a large collection of over 200 Medieval poems from the 13th Century that was uncovered in the 1800’s.   

     Twenty four of these poems were then made into a cantina crafted by German composer Carl Orff (1895-1982) in 1936.   

http://www.biography.com/people/tim-burton-9542431
http://www.biography.com/people/ernest-hemingway-9334498
http://www.biography.com/people/ernest-hemingway-9334498
http://www.biography.com/people/sherwood-anderson-9184552
http://www.biography.com/people/ezra-pound-9445428
http://www.biography.com/people/roberto-rossellini-9464514


     The iconic “O Fortuna" is the first and last movement of Carmina Burana and is used extensively in films, televeision, and 

     commercials whenever a particularly dramatic or menacing musical force is required. xl 

65 263 Entropy  1: a measure of the unavailable energy in a closed thermodynamic system that is also usually considered to be a   

     measure of the system's disorder, that is a property of the system's state, and that varies directly with any reversible  

     change in heat in the system and inversely with the temperature of the system; broadly : the degree of disorder or  

     uncertainty in a system  

     2 a : the degradation of the matter and energy in the universe to an ultimate state of inert uniformity  

     2 b : a process of degradation or running down or a trend to disorder  

     3: chaos, disorganization, randomness (M/W) 

65 263 Vaclav Havel  Czech dissident and playwright, Havel emerged as the leader of the democratic movement in Czechoslovakia as the  

     Soviet Union collapsed in 1989 and was elected to the Federal Assembly.  After the country split into two, Havel was  

     elected president of the new Czech Republic in 1993 and served until 2003.  He was an artist in residence at Columbia  

     University in 2006, and died in 2011. xli 

65 263 The Sex Pistols  Only together for 2 years, The Sex Pistols gave birth to the massive underground and independent music movement of  

     the last quarter of the 20th Century.  This English band was banned from the UK after such singles as “Anarchy in the  

     U.K.” and “God Save the Queen”, the Pistols were known for their abrasive, raucous music that dealt with topics such as  

     abortion, apathy, anarchy, fascism, and violence.  xlii 

65 263 BBC   The British Broadcast Company, financed by the British Government and was created in 1922. xliii  It is the U.K.’s   

     equivalent of our PBS. 

65 263 The Fame Game I can find no information to what this specifically refers, it could be anything from the NFL game played to kick-off the  

     season or a more generic game where one poses a series of questions, and from those questions the other must guess  

     which famous person fits all of the questions.  I am leaning toward the second definition.  

65 263 S & M   aka sadomasochism: “the derivation of pleasure from the infliction of physical or mental pain either on others or on  

     oneself” (M/W) 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/chaos
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/disorganization
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/randomness


66 NA 11th Street Lot  11th Street is half a block from Life Café, and one block from Tompkins Square Park 

66 NA Musetta’s Waltz From La Boheme by Giocomo Pucini, aka “Quando me'n vo”, it occurs in Act II of the opera as Musetta complains of her  

     tight shoe in a ruse to make Alcindoro run to the shoe store, allowing Musetta in the subsequent scene to reconnect  

     with Marcello.  This, of course, forms the basis for the song “Your Eyes” in the last part of RENT.  

67 NA Act Up   From their website: “ACT UP is a diverse, non-partisan group of individuals united in anger and committed to direct  

     action to end the AIDS crisis.  We advise and inform.  We demonstrate. WE ARE NOT SILENT xliv  Act Up staged a number  

     of influential and provocative protests, including shutting down the NYSE in 1989 to protest the incredibly high cost of  

     AZT. 

70 270 Avenue B  The east side of Tompkins Square Park is Avenue B; also the location of Life Café.  Please see googlemaps for details 

70 270 Masochism  “Sexual pleasure obtained from receiving punishment (physical or psychological)” (WNW) 

70 271 Dark Rooms  “A room with no light or with a safelight for developing light-sensitive photographic materials” (W/M) 

71 271 Food of Love  Reference to the opening line of Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: “If music be the food of love, play on; give me excess of it, 

     that surfeiting, that appetite may sicken, and so die.” 

71 271 Pleas   “supplication, plea (a humble request for help from someone in authority)” (WNW) 

73 275 Strife   “discord, strife: lack of agreement or harmony or a bitter conflict; heated often violent dissension” (WNW) 

74 NA New Year’s   Short for “Dick Clark’s New Years Rockin’ Eve”, a tradition that started on Dec. 31, 1972 in NYC. 

  Rocking Eve   

75 281 Vices   “frailty, vice moral weakness or a specific form of evildoing; ‘vice offends the moral standards of the community’ (WNW) 

76 283 Atone   “1. obsolete : reconcile  

     2: to supply satisfaction for : expiate  

     intransitive verb: to make amends <atone for sins> (M/W) 

 

http://wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn?o2=&o0=1&o8=1&o1=1&o7=&o5=&o9=&o6=&o3=&o4=&s=supplication
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77 284 Legal Aid  Founded in 1876 as The German Legal Aid Society in order to help poor German immigrants who could not afford to hire 

     a lawyer, it was restructured in the early 1900’s as The Legal Aid Society, with its revised mission to “render legal aid,  

     gratuitously if necessary, to all who may appear worthy thereof and who, from poverty, are unable to procure it.” xlv   

     There are five primary branch offices in NYC, one in each borough. 

77 284 Squatters  “A squatter's right is a legal allowance to use the property of another in the absence of an attempt by the owner to force 
     eviction. This right may eventually be converted to title to the property over time by Adverse Possession, if recognized  
     by state law. “Squatting” is an old casual word for occupying a place that legally belongs to someone else when that  
     owner hasn’t given permission for the occupation. “Squatter’s rights” is an assertion that someone is entitled to own  
     land after he’s been squatting there. The legal name for squatter’s rights is “adverse possession.”  

     The doctrine of adverse possession discourages disuse of property. According to the doctrine, if property was   
     abandoned, and someone else "squatted" on it for a number of years, the squatter could gain control over the land. If  
     the squatter abandons the property for a period, or if the rightful owner effectively removes the squatter's access even  
     temporarily during the statutory period, or gives his permission, the squatter loses the benefit of that possession. If that  
     squatter later retakes possession of the property, that squatter must, in order to acquire title, remain on the property  
     for a full statutory period after the date on which the squatter retook possession. However, one squatter may pass along 
     continuous possession to another squatter, known as "tacking", until the adverse possession period is complete. In the  
     United States, squatting laws vary from state to state and city to city.” xlvi 

78 285 Pussy Galore  The primary Bond girl in 1964’s Goldfinger, Pussy is an expert in judo, possible lesbian, and owner of a flying circus,  

     staffed by comely female pilots.  She is part of Auric Goldfinger’s scheme to rob Fort Knox, but flips allegiance and helps  

     Bond to thwart the villain. xlvii 

      

78 285 Brownie  “A member of a program of the Girl Scouts for girls in the first through third grades in school” (M/W) 

 

78 285 Moneypenny  Miss Moneypenny is the personal assistant/secretary of "M", the head of British Intelligence/MI-6, in the James Bond  

     series. She has an infatuation/crush on James, hoping he will marry her. In return, James flirts with her whenever he  

     visits M's office. She has been known to help James hide his love affairs with other women. She is attractive, loyal, clever 

     and intelligent. xlviii  Character first appeared in 1962’s Dr. No. 

79 287 Mazel Tov  Hebrew phrase literally meaning “good destiny”, commonly understood to mean “congratulations” or “good luck” xlix 



79 288 Buzzline  Apparently a Larson-ism for a sleazy “Inside Edition”-esque TV show 

80 288 919-763-0090  The area code 919 serves the north-central area of North Carolina—an odd location for a TV headquarters 

80 289 Scheme   “A plan or program of action; especially : a crafty or secret one” (M/W) 

82 292 Benevolent  “charitable, benevolent, kindly, sympathetic, good-hearted, openhearted, large-hearted (showing or motivated by  

     sympathy and understanding and generosity)” (WNW) 

85 294 Devotion  Feelings of ardent love ‘their devotion to each other was beautiful’ or  commitment to some purpose ‘the devotion of his  

time and wealth to science’” (WNW) 

87 NA Clit Club  According to a review by WCities: “Produced by lesbian legend Julie Tolentino, this longtime event is famous worldwide  

     as one of the best lesbian club nights there is. It has outlived its long time venue, Mother, and moved to Flamingo. Its  

     patrons are as diverse a crowd of gay women as you will ever see gathered in one place. Go-Go girls are part of the  

     show. Heterosexuals and gay men are welcome, but a bit uncommon. Call Flamingo to find out about their cover charge  

     and any additional information.”l Located on 219 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10003  

88 300 Margins  “margin, border, perimeter (the boundary line or the area immediately inside the boundary)” (WNW) 

89 302 Droll   “comical in an odd or whimsical manner) "a droll little man with a quiet tongue-in-cheek kind of humor" (WNW) 

89 302 Anal Retentive  “a stage in psychosexual development when the child's interest is concentrated on the anal region; fixation at this stage  

     is said to result in orderliness, meanness, stubbornness, compulsiveness, etc.” (WNW)  

92 310 Gropes   1) fumble: feel about uncertainly or blindly "She groped for her glasses in the darkness of the bedroom" 
2) search blindly or uncertainly "His mind groped to make the connection" 
3) fondle for sexual pleasure "He made some sexual advances at the woman in his office and groped her repeatedly" 
(WNW) 

93 313 East Hampton  Located on the easternmost portion of Long Island NY, East Hampton is an extremely affluent community, with each  
     square mile valued at roughly 400 million dollars, and as of 2010, eight homeowners with properties valued at over $30  
     million each. li  
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97 NA Drag Queen  “A male homosexual who dresses as a woman especially for comic or theatrical effect” (M/W) 

NA NA Transvestite  “transvestite, cross-dresser (someone who adopts the dress or manner or sexual role of the opposite sex)” (WNW) 
     “A person and especially a male who adopts the dress and often the behavior typical of the opposite sex especially for  
     purposes of emotional or sexual gratification” (M/W) 

NA NA Transgender  “of, relating to, or being a person (as a transsexual or transvestite) who identifies with or expresses a gender identity  
     that differs from the one which corresponds to the person's sex at birth” (M/W)  

99 326 Cutting Room Floor “a room where film or videotape is edited —often used attributively in cutting-room floor to describe something  
     removed or discarded in or as if in editing a film” (M-W) 

107 342 Welfare Queens “A low-income woman, usually of African-American ancestry, who is accused of having children as a way of increasing  
     her welfare payments.”  Governor Ronald Reagan in 1976 used the specter of “welfare queens” from the South Side of  
     Chicago driving around in a Cadillac.  This pejorative  continues to this day in conservative circles and is a close cousin to  
     “anchor babies”; both are attacks on poor women of color. lii  

108 347 Ape Content  (Ape) 2: a : mimic (M/W)  Mark is mimicking being content—makes much more sense than “ape” as in “monkey” 

 

110 354-55 Chica, Donde Esta? Spanish for, “Girl, where is it? Your Mama is calling where are you Mimi?” (G) 
  Tu Mama Esta  
  Yamondo Donde 
  Estas Mimi? 

112 359 Flow   In this case, short for cash flow 

113 360 Food Emporium “Based in Dobbs Ferry, New York, The Food Emporium is a subsidiary of The Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Company (A&P), 
     operating approximately 36 upscale supermarkets located in New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut, with almost half  
     found in Manhattan and all within the greater New York City area. Food Emporium stocks a wide variety of gourmet and  
     other expensive grocery item, as well as staples, and features such specialty shops as its Corner Deli, Seafood Cove,  
     Corner Bakery, and Floral Shoppe. The chain also employs in-house chefs to perform cooking demonstrations. An  
     innovative format when launched in the late 1970s, Food Emporium has since found its niche populated by many others. 
     The brand is associated with high quality among consumers in its market, but perhaps the chain's greatest strength lies  
     in its choice Manhattan locations.” liii 
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